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Hull LGBT Forum, 
supporting lesbian, 
gay, bisexual & trans 
(LGBT) people in Hull 
& East Riding 

Welcome 
As I type, the long awaited Equality 
Bill is being published and is likely 
to get a second reading in May. 

Of course, it will be late in 2010 
before the new Act comes into 
force.  It is likely to be at least 2013 
before it is fully implemented. 

No doubt it will further embed 
Britain’s  Gay version of Apartheid, 
the Civil Partnership, but will hope-
fully go a long way towards 
aligning current equalities law and 
deliver further protections.  

As more details emerge we will re-
visit it in more detail. 

As UK politics slowly start to 
address equality concerns and the 
weather starts to warm up, the 
Pride season springs to mind. 

In this issue we start to look more 
closely at the modern role of Pride 
and will look forward to more 
articles about Pride in coming 
issues. 

In response to comments about the 
readability of the newsletter online 
we now have a slightly different 
layout so let us know what you 
think of it. 

John Furniss – Editor  
Chair of Hull LGBT Forum 

 

RESEARCH UPDATE:  
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Your input is vital: 
Send you’re contributions to 
editor@lgbtforum.co.uk  

 Behind the Mask… the making of me  (part 3)  
��� �        Author Revealed     by Carlton Whitfield  
In the last piece I wrote, I was 
describing my growing up and 
growing ‘OUT’ Experience.  I was 
confronted by my inner feelings 
and asked out by a guy whilst 
having a girlfriend too!  So what 
happened next? 

I told my girlfriend that I was going 
out with some mates (she must 
have thought this odd as I didn’t 
have many mates at the time).  
The guy that asked me out was 
called Dave.  He and I went to 
Leicester Place, the first gay club I 
had ever been to. 

I can still remember the event as 
though it were yesterday (in fact it 
was 20 years ago!).  I was 
trembling with nerves as we 
approached the steel door of what 
looked like a factory unit.  A little 
hatch slid open, a pair of eyes 
glared at me and the door 
unbolted… we were let in.  

I must have stood there looking a 
right idiot with my mouth open just 
looking around. The club was full 
with about 500 people dancing, 
laughing and kissing!  I didn’t have 
a clue that this was on my 
doorstep; it was amazing. 

The night was also monumental as 
it was the first time I had ever 
kissed a man.  That was a weird 
sensation as Dave had stubble and 
I had never kissed a girl with 
STUBBLE!!!!  We had a great 
night. 

It was time for home – without 
going into details it was my first 
gay sexual experience too – I felt 
complete.  “This is who I am ” and 
I knew there was no going back. 

The next morning was quite 
memorable too as I was briskly 
woken up.  I was kicked out of bed 
onto the floor and told, “hide under 

the bed!”   
Dave had a  
straight  
lodger who  
didn’t know  
he was  
gay, a  
doorman…  
so I stayed  
there… for  
3 hours! 

The following year was full of 
heartache.  I split up with my 
girlfriend.  This was terrible and 
she then ‘outed’ me to my parents.  
Their response was to kick me out.  
Coming out at work made me the 
centre of all the gossip. 

I have to say that now I know that it 
was all worth it to be who I am 
today… Carlton Whitfield! 

ED’S NOTE: 
Well did you guess who? 
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Health Feature       by Marek Mironski,  HIV Prevention Officer, Hull NH S 

LGBT & STIs  
Your questions & comments are 
welcome sent to 
editor@lgbtforum.co.uk  

Sexually-Transmitted Infections 
STI`s are infections which are 
generally passed from one person 
to another through sexual contact. 
They can affect anybody, man or 
woman, young or old, straight, gay 
and lesbian and any nationality. 

STI`s are one of the most common 
types of infection but they can also 
cause unpleasant and sometimes 
harmful effects.  

They are usually caused by: 

·  Viruses – herpes, hepatitis, 
HIV, syphilis and warts 

·  Bacteria – chlamydia, 
gonorrhoea etc. 

·  Parasites – crabs, scabies 
etc.  

STI`s can have a wide variety of 
symptoms, but sometimes the 
symptoms are easy to miss or 
the infection may not have any 
symptoms at all.  

Getting an STI check-up regularly 
is the only way to detect most 
STI`s. Signs that might indicate 
that you have an STI include: 

·  Smelly, cloudy or yellowish 
discharge 

·  Blisters, sores, warts or lumps 
on your genital area or any of 
the surrounding skin  

·  Itchiness 

·  If it hurts when you have sex 
·  Fever, swollen glands 

(especially in the groin), flu-like 
symptoms or unexplained 
weight loss or tiredness. 

If you have any of theses 
symptoms you should see your 
doctor or health care worker or go 
to any GUM (genitourinary 
medicine or sexual health) clinic as 
soon as you can. You should also 
avoid having sex until you have 
been tested. 

It is important that, if you are 
sexually active (and especially if 
you are having sex with different 
casual partners), you have regular 
check ups for STI`s even if you do 
not have any symptoms or you are 
with the same partner. Every 3-
6months is a guideline . 

Please remember that if you attend 
a GUM clinic, your visit will be 
confidential and you will not be 
required to give your real name if 
this makes you uncomfortable. 
Your result will not be passed to 
your GP without your consent . 

What does an STI check-up 
involve? 

·  Talking about your sexual 
history 

·  A blood sample to check for 
HIV, syphilis and immunity to 
hepatitis A and B 

·  A urine sample to check for 
chlamydia  

·  A swab of your bottom to 
check chlamydia and 
gonorrhoea, 

·  A swab of your throat to check 
for gonorrhoea  

·  A physical examination to 
check for crabs, scabies, 
warts, syphilis and herpes. 

Should I tell my partner/previous 
partner(s) I have an STI? 

If you are diagnosed with an STI, 
or even if you think you might have 
one, it is important to let your 
previous sexual partners know. By 
telling your partners you will be 
helping them to look after their 
health as well as reducing the 
number of STI`s in the community. 
And that might mean you avoid 
getting the same STI again. 
Notifying your partner is called 
`Contact Tracing`.  

You can tell your partner(s) 
yourself or specially trained clinic 
staff will help you contact them 
anonymously. 

Please remember that you can 
reduce the risk by:  

·  Safe sex 
·  Effective condom use 
·  Always using water or 

silicone-based lubricant 
·  Always using special liquid or 

warm soapy water when you 
are using any kind of sex toys. 

Gay men are not more at risk of 
acquiring an STI, however the 
more sexual partners an individual 
has, the greater the potential risk of 
getting an STI. It is important to be 
aware of the risks of unsafe sex. 
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Coming-Out Story - Got There in the End: Out @ 60  
 
Everyone has their own story, 
some happy, some sad.  Read 
them here. 

I was brought up in a loving but 
very formal middle class 
environment where sexual matters, 
whilst not taboo, were ‘not the sort 
of things one discusses' and 
consequently I fall into the category 
of being 'socialised into a straight 
life.' 

I was very naive completely blind 
to all the signs.    No interest in 
girls in my teens, admiration of 
male physique, all fantasies in  

puberty male orientated and yet no 
conclusion. 

I married late at 45 and even then, 
the fact that it was a personality 
attraction rather than a sexual one 
didn’t register - in fact we had 19 
happy years together until my wife 
died.  It was after that I reassessed 
my sexuality and my first 
enlightenment came through 
contact with the Edinburgh Gay 
Switchboard.   

Today I am in love with my 49-
year-old boy friend and am more 
relaxed than at anytime in my life.   
I am still not out to everyone but in 

the last couple of years came out 
to my stepdaughter and a couple of 
straight friends.   It was not the 
trauma I expected and apart from 
one person they all said they had 
always known. 

I write this because I am now 74 
and feel that perhaps, much in life 
was denied through failing to 
recognise my true self until my 
sixties. 

ED’S NOTE: 

Would your coming-out story help 
others?  Why not send it to 
editor@lgbtforum.co.uk  

A Night on the Town… the Old Town!         by Gary Barron 
I thought it was about time that I 
had a night off from the scene and 
having worked in a few bars around 
the old part of Hull’s city centre I 
thought that I would take a wander 
up there.   

I found it hard to venture into the 
Old Town on a weekend for fear of 
trouble, but it was time to check out 
for myself what it is like on a 
weekend.  I opted for a Friday night 
and a gathered up a few friends to 
go ‘camp it up’.  

We were undecided were to go first, 
but eventually decided on ‘William 
Wilberforce’, a Weatherspoons pub 
formally called Lloyds.   Drinks were 
cheap, well Carling for £2.30… a 
bargain.  The really friendly 
members of staff are attitude free; 
with the only downfall being that it 
was very loud with people talking 
and the background music in 
competition with each other.  

From there we went to the ‘George 
Hotel’ on Land of Green Ginger; a 
nice quiet little pub with a really 
friendly atmosphere and great staff 
that could not do enough.  On from 
there we ventured into ‘Courts Bar’.  
Normally OK during the day, but 
how different it is on a night.  It 
seemed to have a very aggressive 
atmosphere so we quickly 
departed. 

Now we headed for ‘Barracuda’ and 
after waiting 20 minutes to be 
served we decided on another of 

the Weatherspoons chain, ‘The 3 
John Scots’.  The same cheap beer 
meant we stayed here for a few 
drinks.  As opposed to ‘William 
Wilberforce’, too quiet; no music in 
this one… arghh!  It is welcoming 
though and attitude free, including 
the door security staff.  

By this time it was getting on for 
10:30pm and we had been out for 2 
hours; I wanted to party as you do 
on a Friday!  

We opted to go to Revolution next 
and what a scream.  Great music 
and even better with some fit lads 
working there.  After a few drinks 
we were heading back down to 
‘William Wilberforce’ but at the last 
minute decided to try Lyrics  

as they have a singer on every 
Friday. 

Lyrics has great atmosphere with 
friendly staff, good lager and they 
are friendly towards us gay guys.  
Do you know, by this time I was 
feeling a little tipsy?  A few too 
many Sambuca chasers I fear, but I 
still wanted to party on.  

So, on to Rumours (near to Trinity 
Church and next door to Kingston) 
and it was heaving in there.  They 
had dancers on, but on the down 
side they do close at 2am. 

After dancing and drinking until the 
2 o’clock finish I was wondering 
where to go next.  By this time I was 
on my own and as I walked along 
someone I knew came up to me.  
He had just finished work and 
suggested we go to ‘V Bar’.  Free 
entry and a selection of music 
styles in different rooms so we 
stayed until closing time.   

In the end my night on the (Old) 
town was a great success! 
 

 

Your input is vital to ensure 
that content is both up to date 
and interesting so start writing 

those eMails. 
Send you’re contributions to 

editor@lgbtforum.co.uk  
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Out Spoken –  
Pride Events: Are they still needed?  by John Furniss, Chair LGBT Forum  

 
Just one person’s view on the topic of 
the month…  Don’t agree? Have your 
say, write to: 

editor@lgbtforum.co.uk 

As a former organiser of Hull Pride it 
could be said that I am biased but 
within two day’s of a previous pride 
event three people approached me.  

Two had cross-dressed in public for 
the first time at the Pride event and 
the third went home and was able to 
come out as gay to his family. 

All three thanked the organisers for 
showing them that they are not 
alone.   

More importantly, they have found 
that it is not as difficult as they had 
imagined, have the support of their 
family and are genuinely happy for 
the first time in their life. 

My argument would be that if Pride 
helps just one person per year in 
this way then it is worth the effort 
everyone puts into the event.   

Clearly, if three people have come 
forward to say thank you there are 
likely to be others that have been 
helped too. 

Of course there are still a few people 
that face hostility from a minority.  
Events such as Pride help to expose 
people to difference and educate 
those who have grown up to think 
that homosexuality is wrong. 

No one should be discriminated 
against and all hate crime should be 
reported. 

 

IDAHO – 17th May 2009 International Day against Homophobia and Transphobi a  

 

On the 17th May 1990 the World Health Organisation removed homosexuality from its 
list of mental diseases.  This date was then chosen in 2005 for campaigners to 
annually raise international awareness of the plight of those in countries across the 
world who still class consensual sex between adults of the same gender as a crime. 

There are still almost 90 countries that are member states of the UN that have these 
laws in place and 7 of these have the death penalty available as punishment. 

To find out more go to: 
http://www.idaho.org.uk/ 
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Curriculum Reform Consultation 
The secretary of state has asked the Qualifications and Curriculum 
Authority (QCA) to manage a public consultation on important 
changes to the national curriculum. The feedback you provide will be 
used by the government to inform its final decisions about these 
proposals. 

The consultation will run from:  
Thursday, 30 April, until 5pm Friday, 24 July 2009.  

Consultation is in 4 areas but personal, social, health and economic 
education across both primary and secondary phases covers sex 
education and is likely to attract opposition from groups opposed to 
same sex relationships.  To have your say go to… 
http://www.qca.org.uk/qca_22256.aspx 

East Riding of Yorkshire Council Diversity 
Events Calendar 

If you would like further information or would like help with transport, 
please contact Kiran Kochar on 01482 391425 or at 

kirandeep.kochar@eastriding.gov.uk  

Goole  
_ Tuesday 26th May Street 

Surgery -The 
Malt Kilns, Goole 3.30pm –

6.00pm 
_ Wednesday 27th May -

Disability Fayre- 
The Courtyard, 10.00am-4.00pm 

Hessle 
_ Friday 8th May Deaf and 

Hearing 
Impaired Forum-Hessle Town 

Hall, 6.00pm- 
8.00pm 

_ Monday 18th May Car Parking 
Review- 

Hessle Town Hall, Hessle, 
4.30pm-7.00pm 

Stamford Bridge  
_ Thursday 21st May Car 

Parking Review, 
Stamford Bridge 4.30pm-7.00pm 

Willerby  
_ Monday 18th May Car Parking 

Review- 
Willerby, 4.30pm-7.00pm  

Pocklington 
_ Tuesday 21st May Car Parking 

Review - 
Rugby Club-Pocklington, 

4.30pm-7.00pm 
_ Friday 22nd June – Interfaith 

Rural 
Forum –Arts Hall, Pocklington 

Hornsea 
_ Thursday 7th May - Link 

Roadshow Hornsea 
Leisure Centre –2.00pm-5.00pm 
_ Monday 11th May Car Parking 

Review- 
Hornsea Secondary School, 

Hornsea, 
4.30pm-7.00pm 

Driffield  
_ Thursday 7th May Link 

Roadshow - 
Driffield Market, Driffield, 

9.00am-1.00pm 

Anlaby  
_ Monday 18th May Car Parking 

Review- 
Anlaby 4.30pm-7.00pm 

South Holderness  
_ Thursday 14th May Car 

Parking Review- 
South Holderness Technology 

college, 
4.30pm-7.00pm 

 

Bridlington  
_ Thursday 7th May– Interfaith 

Rural 
Forum, North Bridlington Library, 

Bridlington, 4.30pm-7.00pm 
_ Friday 8th May Link 

Roadshow-King 
Street, 10.00am-2.00pm, 

Morrisons, Bridlington 
3.00pm-6.00pm 

_ Thursday 14th May-Bridlington 
Community Forum, Bridlington 

North 
Library , 9.30am 
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Scene Queen –  
Silhouettes is back!!!  

Not really , but Wednesdays just got 
interesting again! 

Just when we atarted to think,  
“what ever shall we do on a Wednesday 
night now that Rusty & Gavinia have 
zipped off to Turkey?” 

The new Wednesday night experience in 
Hull is FEVER and sees all the Queens 
pulling together (for once). 

Start in Prop., head to Yorkshireman 

onto Star (cabaret @ 11pm) with the 
larger than life slappers Cissy Star & Lucy 
Garter… 

THEN IT GETS INTERESTING. Those 
who remember trollin up Park Street after 
visiting the Polar Bear on a Friday will be 
in nostalgia heaven.  

The mixed levels, the small bar, 
upstairs loos (trap 1 or 2, your 
choice! I prefer trap 1) just need 
the disney music piped in again 
and the odd lady at the door.  

Liam, dear you're not weird enough. The 
Leeds / Manchester sweetie Scott Kelly 
DJs and there are cheap drinks. 

Lap it up loves; let's hope it's here to stay. 
To be honest I love it… 

Much more interesting than Fuel but of 
course each to their own...   

Get your glad rags on and get yourselves 
out! 

SQxx  

 

 
A Day in Hand  

You don't have to fight to change the world.  
Promote love and equality by the simple act of holding hands.  

A world of respect  in your hands.  

This campaign's aim is to INSPIRE and SUPPORT same-sex hand holding in 
public.  

Holding hands with your friends, family or partner, where you can, is about being 
true to yourself and to those you love. 

http://www.adayinhand.com/  
 

                                                                Getting Involved ��������������������������������������������������������������ÓÓÓÓ��������������������  
If you want to get involved just become a member of the LGBT Forum by picking one of the following methods: 

�  Join via Yahoo group at http://groups.yahoo.com/group/hulllgbt �  Attend meetings @ 7pm, Guildhall 2nd Wednesday every month 
�  Visit our Website at http://www.lgbtforum.co.uk �  Visit our office  

Hull LGBT Forum Limited 
(reg. no. 5246975)                                   Telephone: 

+44 (07981) 110838  
+44 (01482) 441002 ext 206 

Registered-Office:    

Community Enterprise Centre  
Cottingham Road  
Hull          HU5 2DH  

This publication may be printed, copied, eMailed and distributed free of charge under the terms of copyright on the condition that is is done in its 
entirety and with no alterations additions or omissions.  Reproduction and use in part is subject to UK copyright legislation. 


